
“Providing A Safe Passage Through Adolescence.” Vol. 43, No. 1 • Winter 2003

Snyder Campus • P.O. Box 157 • Elon, NC 27244 • 336/584-0091
Kennedy Campus • 1717 Sharon Road West • Charlotte, NC 28210 • 704/369-2500

Board Members, Volunteers, and Donors
Honored at First Families-Advent Dinner

Elon Homes for Children’s Snyder Campus held its annual First Families-Advent
Dinner at the Alamance Country Club in early December. The event is held to
thank members of the board of directors and outstanding donors and volunteers at
the agency during the past year. Three awards were given this year to honor indi-
viduals who made significant contributions to the life of the home.

The Louise T. Barringer Award, named for loyal, longtime supporter and loving
advocate for children in need Louise T. Barringer, was given to two individuals,
William R. Gilliam and Richard C. Keziah, Sr. 

A past member of the board, Gilliam was instrumental in the home receiving a
$75,000 contribution from the Community Savings Charitable Foundation.
Gilliam and his wife have also established the Bill and Polly Gilliam
Endowment Fund within the Elon Homes for Children Foundation, Inc.

Current board member Keziah was instrumental in the agency receiving a
$75,000 gift from the First State Foundation Inc. Keziah and his wife Bettie
have established the Keziah-Cates Families Endowment Fund within the
home’s foundation. 

Named endowments, which exceed $10,000, return five percent of their
growth to scholarship children in need at Elon Homes.

The Caring for Children Award is given to individuals who exemplify the
mission of the agency in their daily living, particularly persons who dedicate
their lives to caring for children in their own home, in the community and in
the foster care system. The 2002 Caring for Children Award honored Connie
and Lula Hooker.

The Hookers have raised children of their own, have been
Elon Homes foster parents and have adopted two children
from the Elon Homes specialized foster care program. Lula
Hooker is also a longtime employee of the Barringer Center
for Child Development. Their love and devotion to children
have given each child good direction and hope for the future.

The Kennedy Campus Advent Dinner, which was postponed
due to the ice storm in early December, has been rescheduled.

Bettie and Richard Keziah

Polly and Bill Gilliam

L to R: President Fred Grosse, retiring
Board Chair Helen Alspaugh, Lula
and Connie Hooker



At its annual
November meeting,
the board of direc-
tors took significant
action related to the
Alamance County
campus by approv-
ing the sale of 80
acres of the 100

acres campus to Elon University. 
The remaining 20 acres, located

between Trollinger Avenue, Antioch
Street and O’Kelly Avenue, will be
redeveloped to meet the changing
needs of the agency. Elon Homes plans
to demolish the four rental houses on
Trollinger Avenue, construct a new 32
bed secure residential treatment facil-
ity, and convert the Barringer Center
for Child Development into the
Lakeside Charter Public High School
and agency administration offices.

The board approved three major pro-
gram changes. First, the closing of the
Barringer Center effective March 31,
2003. Second, the Elon campus pro-
gram will be upgraded to include ser-
vices to Department of Health and
Human Services for levels I - III resi-
dential and community based treatment
services. Third, Lakeside Charter
Public High School will be expanded
to include 32 children from Alamance
County as day students.

Chairperson Helen Alspaugh stated,
“These changes are well thought
through and represent over three years
of planning by the senior staff and
board of directors. We have researched
national and state trends in child wel-
fare and believe these changes offer the
best possible programming for at risk
youth in our community. We are thank-
ful the Barringer Center was such a

successful program but it is not some-
thing we can continue in today’s finan-
cial climate or with the programmatic
needs in our core mission of service.”

The board also heard reports from its
Ownership Linkage Committee and
approved three Ends or agency-wide
goals: to offer safe haven, protection,
guidance and Christian principles to
children in care; to offer children in
care life skills such as personal respon-
sibility, financial management, per-
sonal values, and relational skills; and
to educate children with basic literacy
skills, computer skills, vocational skills
and citizenship responsibility. 

This meeting covered a great deal of
territory. We are saddened by the end-
ing of the day care, but it is no longer a
service we can afford to offer. Our
commitment is now clearly and appro-
priately defined by the three board
approved Ends or goals. We are proud
of how the day care served so many
over the years, and equally delighted to
continue to have the building named in
loving memory of Mr. Barringer. The
expansion into levels I - III will serve
children in need more effectively as
will the expansion of our charter public
high school. This will enable us to be
more a part of the community. We are
extremely pleased with the actions of
the board of directors.

The program expansion will include
academic, emotional and psychological
testing services for teenagers of the
community on a day treatment service
basis. Children and families will be
given extensive testing results and
clinical reports for areas of strength
and areas for personal improvement for
the child.

Continued on page 3
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OUR MISSION
To provide a continuum of services

that enhances the quality of
spiritual, physical, emotional, intellectual

and relational well-being of youth
and their families.

We endeavor to provide an opportunity
for those we serve to live a more caring,

responsible and productive life
through our commitment to excellence.

From Your President

S E R V I C E S  &  P R O G R A M S
❖ Residential Long-term, Level I ❖ Child Development

❖ Residential Treatment, Level II & III ❖ Specialized Foster Care

Assessment & Diagnostic ❖ Family Care

❖ Charter Public Schools ❖ After School Programs

❖ Spiritual Life
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From Your President continued from page 2

The agency plans to transition into its new facilities over the next six months and intends to open the new high school
program, level systems of care and testing unit by September 2003. There will be no interruption of residential services
during this time.

Specialized Foster Care Hosts
Annual Christmas Event

In early December, the Snyder Campus Specialized Foster Care
program held its annual Christmas dinner and party to say thank you
to the program’s foster care parents. At this special time of the year,
the Elon Homes staff comes together to give thanks to the wonderful
parents who work diligently year round to serve the children in their
homes.

Parents received a silver engraved picture frame; the children
received gifts from Santa. It was a joyous occasion for all to cele-
brate the happy holidays.

If any person, group or congregation in the Triad or Charlotte area
is interested in learning more about becoming a Specialized Foster
Care family, please call Amy Carpenter at 336/538-6123 in the
Triad area or Farris Thomson at 704/369-2531 in the Charlotte area.

Ashley and her foster parents Cecil and Phyllis
Smith pick up name tags at annual Specialized
Foster Care Christmas party held in Johnston
Hall on the Snyder Campus.

Charlotte Civic Partners Representatives Present Campaign Gift
Charlotte Civic Partners pledged monies raised from
the group’s annual golf tournaments toward the
Commitment to Excellence Campaign to help with
renovations at the 1717 Sharon Road West site and to
benefit the Kennedy Charter Public School. Recently,
three Charlotte Civic Partners joined students and
staff for dinner and a tour of the Kennedy Campus
facility. During dinner, Hale Mast spoke to students
and presented his organization’s gift to the agency’s
capital campaign. L To R: Jorge Aguilar, VP of
Operations; Robert Alexander, VP of Program
Operations; Charlotte Civic Partners Nancy Hansen,
Randy Cameron (rear), Hale Mast; Elon Homes
President Fred Grosse; Jane Grosse, VP for
Institutional Advancement.

A Reminder: When you shop at Harris Teeter, please remember to link your VIC card to
the Elon Homes for Children account. Give the Elon Homes code (4992) to your cashier and
then each time you shop at least 2% of your purchase of Harris Teeter brands will be
credited to Elon Homes. The program does not interfere with your VIC savings or cost you
any money. You only have to link your VIC card once each school year.

Thank you for your support.



Memorial Gifts
October 1 - December 31, 2002
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(Names in bold are those being memorialized or honored. Names of contributors follow.)

Clarence L. Adams
Janet Adams

Luther E. Atwater, Jr.
Robert N. Atwater

George E. Badgett
Joyce Carr

Dorothy Baggelaar
Richard L. Baggelaar

H.L. Ball
Jo Ann H. Ball

Alton H. Barringer
Mrs. Ollene Barringer W. Fox

Essie B. Bartlett
Dr. & Mrs. James C. Brewer, Jr.

Rachel Baucom
J. Dudley Baucom, Jr.

Doris Blackwell
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Burwell

Mr. and James A. Bohlen
Betty Bohlen

Roy and Marguerite Booth
Mike Booth

Gordon Bowers
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Burwell

William A. Brandon
Lucile Kurfirst

Roy G. Bray
Ione M. Bray

Harry Brown
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Brown

Leo Bryan
Lucille P. Wofford

Johnnie K. Burke
Judy A. Twine

Gordon M. Burleson
Helen Burleson

Danny Burns
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Barber

Felicia L. Burton
Alberta T. Burton

Melinda H. Byrd
Ina Mae B. Powell

Catherine Capps
Rev. and Mrs. C. L. "Homer" Frye

Barbara Cargal
Guilford Cargal

Gretchen Carroll
Herman L. Smith

Kenneth Childers
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Shumate

Marvin Chrismon
Mr. and Mrs. Benny N. Toler

Lillian H. Clapp
James Ernest Clapp

Claude W. Cliborne
John H. Gentry

William F. Clouse
Danny J. Clouse

Regina Cobb
Anna Lois Bulla

Frances Collins
Virginia Collins

Nash R. Collins
Mr. and Mrs. G. Mike Manheim

Aura Comer
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Burwell

Christopher Conway
Mr. and Mrs. John Fica

Charlotte Rae Corriher
Mr. and Mrs. Harold R. Corriher

Preston Creech
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen L. Henderson

Will Cross
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip W. Soyars

Virginia "Nanny" Davis
Mr. and Mrs. William Oswell Dovel

Grace Dick
James A. Dick

Cecil C. Duggins
Mary S. Johnson

Elsie A. Eason
Mack Eason

A. D. Evans, Jr.
Betty M. Dodson

JoAnne Black Evans
Nancy W. Brooks
Alda A. Powers

Margaret Ruvater Way Evans
Cora Limited Partnership
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Sharpe

Ella Mae Everhart
Yvonne Smothers

Maude Ferguson
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Coggins
Hondree Donothan
Sara Lee

David E. Findley
Winifred Browne
Mrs. Linwood Findley
Lane Westland and Family

Geneva Fletcher
Jerry F. Pittman

Pattie Sue Floyd
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Sasser, Sr.

F. B. Fondren
Helen Fondren Lingle

Jack C. Fowlkes
Arietta W. Fowlkes

O. C. Gibson
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Carter

Pauline P. Gibson
BellSouth Matching Gift Center
Rebecca G. Christopher

Joseph C. Gillispie
Gloria Gillispie

Gerard G. Gorman
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Gorman

Carl S. Gray
Kathryn Gray Hester

Betty M. Greenor
Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Walsh

Peggy Mays Gregory
Mr. and Mrs. G. Mike Manheim

Boyd H. Hammer
Sarah W. Hammer

Mr. and Mrs. M. M. Hammer
Sarah W. Hammer

Hessie B. Hartman
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Brady

Dennis G. Haverland
Mr. and Mrs. Bill G. Haverland

Bob and Joan Hill
Jack M. Morris

Mark Hodgin
Mr. and Mrs. David N. Hodgin

Allie Felton Hollowell
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond E. Hollowell

Rowena Hooks
Mr. and Mrs. Bobby R. Clodfelter

Mr. and Mrs. Russell M. Hornaday
Mr. and Mrs. L. Banks Bowland
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Chandler, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Cockman
Dr. and Mrs. James W. Hayes
Haynes, Strand, Henry and Company
Geraldine M. Horton and Family
John D. Leak IV
Neese Country Sausage, Inc.
Pro Feet, Inc.
The Gordon Family

Sally Knight House
Mr. and Mrs. Wyatt Knight

Sally Howard
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Brown

Jack R. Hunley
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Burwell

Herman Allen Hunter
Mrs. Frances P. Hunter

William E. Hunter
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Burwell

Frankie F. Jackson
Edwin King

Ralph H. Jenkins
Mr. and Mrs. William Oswell Dovel

Jenny Jessup
Paula Yancey

Opal Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. H. Springer Johnson

Joseph F. Jones
Dorothy R. Jones

Hulda F. King
Edwin King

Melvin King
Mr. and Mrs. William Oswell Dovel

Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Kornegay, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Kornegay

Nora L. Lambert
Hair 6000

Dr. John H. Lamont
Dr. Barry M. Lamont

Mr. and Mrs. Ben F. Lee, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin F. Lee III
Mr. and Mrs. Bunn H. Lee

Everette Lewis
Ruby Robinson

Mr. and Mrs. George Linnens
Mrs. Lane Caruso

Irene Mann
Pamela M. Browne

Barbara Jean Brooks Mason
Mr. and Mrs. Ray L. Foulks
Mr. and Mrs. Frank R. Gessner III

Tata O. McArthur
Mr. and Mrs. William Oswell Dovel

D. L. McBane
Mr. and Mrs. William Lee Buchanan

Donald McCarty
Margaret M. McCarty

Brucie & George McClanahan
Peggy M. Young

James McKay
Betty McKay

Rose Meguerian
GlaxoSmithKline - Matching Gift
Program

Mr. and Mrs. John P. McNally

Clifton O. Metz
Mr. and Mrs. G. Mike Manheim

Frederick M. Mitchell
Dr. and Mrs. James C. Brewer, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Mooney, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Mooney, Jr.

Edward Joseph Moore
Judith Atkins

Mrs. R. Esten Newton
Mrs. Richard Newton

Sarah Bare Nichols
First United Church of Christ, Sunday
School Class

Richard Paschal
Edna Y. Paschal

Mallie J. Paschall
William T. Dickerson

Gordon M. Patterson
Ruth Ann Rogers

Everette Pender
Louise S. Pender

Charlotte Powell
Ina Mae B. Powell

Eva Cooke Powell
Ina Mae B. Powell

Rex G. Powell
Ina Mae B. Powell

Sandy Powell
Mr. and Mrs. Henry R. Troxler

Helen Ramsey
Richard L. Baggelaar

Carl N. Ray
Irene Wheless Ray

Haskell L. Rich
Mary A. Rich

Edith Roberts
Mary W. Johnson

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur G. Robertson
Dr. Robert G. Robertson

Roxie Robertson
Dr. Robert G. Robertson

Lynn Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Coggins

Amy M. Rudd
Mr. and Mrs. Willard Rudd
Eileen M. Stirling
Mrs. La Rue J. Wright
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Honor Gifts
October 1, - December 31, 2002

Clarence Schad
Dorothy Schad Andres

Helen Schad
Dorothy Schad Andres

Frances W. Screws
Garrett A. Screws

Robert Keith Screws
Garrett A. Screws

Christine B. Shears
First United Church of Christ,
Liberty, NC

Nancy L. Shoaf
Mr. and Mrs. Billy J. Shoaf

Philip Alexander Short
Martha R. Short

Loraine Guy Smith
Jacqueline H. Singleton

Nell Snyder
Mary Helen Gravitt

E. Larue Sparrow
Janie C. Baker
Julia Blackwood
Chapel Hill Area Police Protective 
League

Mr. and Mrs. William Dancy, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Griggs
Dr. and Mrs. William Huffines
Mary C. Johnson
Hazel Lacock and Ms. Ellen Lacock
North State Law Enforcement Office 
Association

Garland and Jennie Spratley
Jennie S. Nicholson

Eloise Stoddard
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Price

Marjorie F. Strickland
Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Bell

Mrs. Dayle Hammer Stuart
Sarah W. Hammer

Doris Stutts
Ruby Baldwin

Mrs. Boots Suggs
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Morris Blair

Pauline Andrews Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Rogers, Jr.

Lena Summers
Paula Yancey

George E. Sweet and Julia W. Sweet
Thomas C. Sweet

Millicent K. Sweet
Thomas C. Sweet

James Taborn
Rosa Taborn

Van Thomas
Frances M. Andrews
Nancy Andrews
Mr. and Mrs. Clinton F. Cox
Barbara Libby
Mr. and Mrs. John Marshall
Dr. Tom Redding

Christopher Lee Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Alton M. Phillips

Lily T. Turlington
Mr. and Mrs. Owen R. Stone

Kay H. VanGordon
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Gilliam

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert W. Wade
M. G. Wade
Margaret Wade Wagoner

Kathleen Perry Wade
M. G. Wade

Larry Wagoner
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Burwell

Lockie Wall
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Kallam

Sarah Daniel Ward
James K. Ward

Jim Warren
Paula Yancey

Mosby Watkins
J. C. Watkins

David Watson
Mr. and Mrs. Freeman Watson

Floyd R. Webster
Cynthia Brewer

J. Ted Welch
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Hanna

S. E. Welch
Helen M. Welch

Alton T. Wheeler, Sr.
Mary N. Wheeler

Winston and Beulah Wheeler
Frederick M. McBroom

Elsie Riddle White
Garrett A. Screws

Franklin D. White
Christopher Taborn

Samuel L. Whiteley
Mr. and Mrs. David N. Hodgin

Elizabeth H. Williams 
Mr. and Mrs. Bobby R. Clodfelter

Henry H. Williams
Pauline D. Williams

Wade Williamson
Essie M. Williamson

Tim L. Willoughby
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Willoughby

Annie M. Wood
Mr. and Mrs. Willard W. Briggs

Ella F. Wood
Edwin King

Frank Worpenberg
Mr. and Mrs. John Voss

Sallie Yancey
Paula Yancey

Howard Young
Peggy M. Young

Charles Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Donald B. Skelton

Jane Watt Balsley
Mr. and Mrs. Peyton Balsley

Mr. and Mrs. Peyton Balsley
Jane Watt Balsley

Mr. & Mrs. Hugh M. Beam & Jean
Beam
J.A. Beam
Bill B. Shotwell

Mr. and Mrs. Jay R. Bell
Bruce H. Bell and Rev. Glynn S. Bell

Laura J. Bell
Bruce H. Bell and Rev. Glynn S. Bell

Rev. and Mrs. Andrew J. Bierkan
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Eberlein
Ruth Koenig

Becky Bishop
Monticello UCC Adult Sunday School
Brown Summit, NC

David Boney
Sandy B. Mixon

Mrs. Oie B. Boyce
Benjamin F. Black

Cynthia Brewer
Beth Johnson

Gladys Brooks
Mr. and Mrs. William Musgrave

Nancy W. Brooks
Rev. and Mrs. Ronald W. Bergman

Liza Bryan
Jane Arnold

B. C. Burton
Hilda B. Fountain

Roy H. Byrd
Ina Mae B. Powell

Mary Louise Carr
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Blythe

Kimberly Carson
Janet T. Wagoner

Mrs. Ila Clark
Darryl C. Jones

Brooks A. Cody
Janet T. Wagoner

Tosh Cohoon and Family
Gail Webb

Norma Comins
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde E. Work

Mary and Cox
Dr. and Mrs. Melvin C. Swann, Jr.

Jim and Jo Anne Davidson
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Moss

Mr. and Mrs. Philip W. Faucette
Nancy Gordon and Family

Mark and Matt Ferrara
Rev. Randall P. Ferrara

Mr. and Mrs. Sean Gibbons
Mr. and Mrs. William Goodwyn

Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Gotherman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lee Pickens

Bettye Graves
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Acuff

Joann Green
Nancy Gordon and Family

Rev. Dr. Frederick G. Grosse
Ina Mae B. Powell
Stacy A. Sumner

Dr. James W. Johnston
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Abernethy

Rev. and Mrs. Dan W. Jones, Jr.
Class 17, Reidsville, NC

Judy, Brian, Terry, Victoria, Preston
& Alexander
Mr. and Mrs. Joe R. Winstead

Mr. and Mrs. Graeme Keith
James H. Morgan

Dot Lambeth
Monticello UCC Adult Sunday School
Brown Summit, NC

Sharon Landis
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Wray

Margaret Lawrence
Englewood Baptist Sunday School 
Class Ladies #4, Rocky Mount, NC

Dr. and Mrs. Richard Leaptrott
Erma C. Proctor

Rev. and Mrs. Ross Marion
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Acuff

Robert L. Page and Dale E.
Fredrickenson and Sons
John R. Mabe

Tristan Cole Pendergrass
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Pendergrass

Elizabeth P. Phillips
Tom Phillips

Edridth Powell
Ina Mae B. Powell

Ina Mae B. Powell
Nancy W. Brooks

Daune Sharpe
Mr. and Mrs. Ira C. Murrie

Katie Simmons
Mitchell Carroll

Judy K. Simpson
Paula Yancey

Bitsy Smith
Jane Arnold

Dr. Walstein W. Snyder
Mary Helen Gravitt

Lisa N. Stephenson
Dr. Thomas N. Stephenson

Stoneville Elementary Teachers
Rebecca Stafford

Mr. and Mrs. Richmond Stowe
Mr. and Mrs. William Goodwyn

Charlie Clifton Tuck
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Causey
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Honor Gifts
October 1 - December 31, 2002

Madison N. Wagoner
Janet T. Wagoner

Sue Waldron
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde E. Work

Patsy Beamon Walker
Tammy D. Lee, D.D.S.

Heather Melton, Briana & McKenzie
Wallace
Mr. and Mrs. Hunter Page

Pastor Jerry Watkins and Pastor
Evelyn Watkins
Paula Yancey

John and Marty Whitlow
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Moore, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. Charlie Williams
Tom B. Collins

Nina Williard
Edward L. Williard

Jessica, Conner & Kennedy Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Hunter Page

Mr. and Mrs. Monroe Young
Linda H. Kenner

Christmas Honors Program

The Christmas Honors Program provides a meaningful way to recognize special personal, business
and professional relationships. A handsome card is mailed to each individual or business named by
the donor with the message that an honor gift in their name has been made to Elon Homes for
Children. Elon Homes is grateful to the donors listed below for their 2002 participation in the
program. Our thanks to them for helping make the holiday season a joyous time on our campuses.

Dr. and Mrs. Paul Abernethy
Burlington, NC

Janet Adams
Raleigh, NC

Advanced Personnel Resources,
Inc./APR Staffing
Greensboro, NC

Apollo Chemical Corporation
Burlington, NC

Jane Arnold
Charlotte, NC

Bethany UCC Women’s Fellowship
Winston-Salem, NC

Nancy Brooks
Burlington, NC

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Brumley
Elon, NC

Vicki Celenza
Cincinnati, OH

Class 17
Reidsville, NC

Colony Furniture Shops, Inc.
Charlotte, NC

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher W. Connor
Burlington, NC

David Crutchfield
Oak Ridge, NC

Tracey Ebert
Burlington, NC

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Edens
Burlington, NC

Gage Benefit Advisors
Charlotte, NC

Mr. and Mrs. Gaston H. Gage, Sr.
Charlotte, NC

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Gerow
Burlington, NC

Mr. and Mrs. William Goodwyn
Charlotte, NC 

Hetal Corporation
High Point, NC

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hunter
China Grove, NC

W. E. Love and Associates, Inc.
Burlington, NC

Lura N. Marshall
Belews Creek, NC

Phillip D. McBrayer
Greensboro, NC

Katherine Y. McFarland
Boone, NC

Frances McNeill
Greensboro, NC

Monarch Hosiery Mills, Inc.
Burlington, NC

Mr. and Mrs. William Musgrave
Charlotte, NC

Oak Grove Women’s Fellowship
Sunbury, NC

Oxford United Church of Christ
Oxford, CT

Pest Control Authority, Inc.
Charlotte, NC

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lee Pickens
Charlotte, NC

Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Riley, Sr.
Durham, NC

Mr. and Mrs. William M. Rogers, Jr.
Albemarle, NC

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Sears, Jr.
Greensboro, NC

Dr. and Mrs. Lewis S. Thorp
Rocky Mount, NC

Vera Wagoner
Conover, NC

Mr. and Mrs. Todd Wirt
Burlington, NC

Mr. and Mrs. Clyde E. Work
Guilford, CT

Phase I of the successful Commitment to Excellence Campaign raised $1.3 million through the generosity of numerous
supporters, allowing Elon Homes to renovate the new Kennedy Campus, fund start-up costs of the newly created mental health
program, and create the Mary Elizabeth Francis Children’s Fund.

We are now enthusiastically launching The Commitment to Excellence Campaign, Phase Two, with a goal of $775,000 for the
following: • Start-up costs for the Charlotte Assessment Academy which serves residents of the Assessment Unit during their
maximum stay of 45 days. Each students receives psychological and educational assessments and a recommendation for proper
residential and school placement beyond the 45-day assessment period. • The After School Program which includes experiential
learning, vocational education, and individual and group work in life skills building, substance abuse education and self-esteem
workshops to complement the academic program. Each child’s plan includes computer labs, monitored study time and a weekly
volunteer homework buddy. • Start-up costs for Preparation for Independent Living and Construction of Two Habitat for
Humanity Houses. Many young people discharged from children’s homes have nowhere to live when they reach the discharge
age of 18. To address this concern, we will, along with partner agencies, establish a Preparation for Independent Living Program.
We will build two Habitat for Humanity houses on the Kennedy Campus with five bedrooms to accommodate 16-21 year-olds
and house parents. • We will seek to “Leave A Legacy,” adding an additional $200,000 to the endowment fund. Named endow-
ments are available for minimum gifts of $10,000.

Commitment to Excellence, Phase II
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L to R: Mary Liz Francis, Stacy Sumner and Judy Harrison-Barry
were among guests at a Kennedy Campus luncheon which honored
Mrs. Francis and generous supporters of the recently established
Mary Elizabeth Francis Children’s Fund. 

Luncheon Honors Mary Liz Francis and Supporters of the Mary Elizabeth
Francis Children’s Fund

The recently established Mary Elizabeth Francis
Children’s Fund recognizes Mrs. Francis’ longtime
leadership and untiring devotion on behalf of the children
served by Elon Homes for Children. The fund will allow
the agency to provide services to boys and girls who are
not eligible for other assistance.

Mrs. Francis has been a faithful volunteer and sup-
porter since the inception of Boys Town in Charlotte
which opened in 1970 and merged with Elon Homes in
1985. Most recently, Mrs. Francis has served as honorary
chair for the Commitment to Excellence campaign which
has raised over $1 million to help with renovations at the
new Kennedy Campus site.

The garden at the entrance to the new 1717 Sharon
Road West building has been designated the Mary Liz
Francis Garden.

Kennedy Charter Public School Again Named One of 10
Most Improved High Schools in North Carolina

Clearly, the students and staff of the Kennedy Charter
Public School are doing many things right! Their hard
work, creativity and commitment to learning have earned
the school a rare distinction. For the second consecutive
year, the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction
has recognized Kennedy Charter Public School as one of
the 10 Most Improved High Schools in the state and as
having achieved High Academic Growth. 

The school has also successfully completed the charter
renewal process for another five-year cycle.

Dr. Jane Norwood, Vice Chair of the State Board of
Education, congratulated the school’s student body and
staff and presented them with a banner to hang aside the
banner earned for the previous school year.

School Director Granville Simmons said, “Our success is
a testament to the efficacy of private and public partner-
ships in education. The continued support of the
Department of Public Instruction and the civic and business
communities will propel us to accomplish even more.”

Kennedy Campus’ new building in Charlotte
offers outstanding surroundings for the charter
school. Visitors remark on  the enhanced
learning environment and cheerful atmosphere
of the facility. Several school staff display the
new banner in the school’s common area. L to
R: Stacey Rose, Student Services Coordinator;
Elon Homes President Dr. Fred Grosse; Susan
Stuppnig, 2001-2002 Testing Coordinator, now
Education Coordinator of the Charlotte
Assessment Academy; Dr. Jane P. Norwood,
Vice Chair State Board of Education; Granville
Simmons, School Director.
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We are so grateful for the partner-
ship and friendship existing between
Elon Homes for Children and the
many generous contributors who
through gifts of time, talent and trea-
sure support the children and families
we serve. We were blessed at
Christmas with an outpouring of gifts
and volunteer services that bright-
ened our holidays and warmed the
hearts of children and adults alike.

As is the case with most not-for-
profit agencies, Elon Homes for Children depends heavily
on charitable gifts to fulfill its mission. The recent chal-
lenges our nation has faced significantly impact charitable
giving. Since 2000 we have seen the economy slow as mar-
kets declined. The terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001,
further hindered the economy as fear of war and anxiety
about the future intensified. Corporate malfeasance
increased the growing public concern about the economy
as well as the trustworthiness of both the for-profit and not-
for-profit sectors.

These issues over the last few years have created tough
times for many organizations A few statistics illustrate this
point. Total charitable giving in the United States in 2001
was $212 billion. This represents an increase on only one-
half of one percent from the previous year - the smallest
increase in recent history - but a drop of 2.3% when
adjusted for inflation. According to a survey produced by
the Barna Research Group, slightly more than two-thirds of
all adults, which is 69%, gave money to charity in the 12

months ending last July, down from 80% for the same time
period ending in July 2001. The same survey also shows
that an astounding 23% of respondents say they have lost
confidence in non-profit organizations. This lack of confi-
dence is highest among donors ages 57 - 75, traditionally
the most generous age group. When asked specifically
about why their trust level is lower, respondents express
concern that their money is going to be used efficiently and
that the programs they support are having a real impact.

At Elon Homes for Children we certainly take note of
these facts and trends and will intensify our efforts to com-
municate effectively to our donors about the efficiency of
our operations and outcomes of our programmatic efforts
with children and families. Elon Homes for Children
donors have been extraordinarily loyal and supportive even
in these challenging times. We are grateful that in our fiscal
year 2001-2002 we received gifts totaling $1,727,994
which represents a significant increase over the previous
year. Simultaneously, as a result of economic challenges at
the state level, we lost $120,000 in projected revenue
through decreased state funding for the children we serve.

We believe that if we are to continue to be successful in
these challenging days we must increase our efforts to raise
charitable dollars while staying the course in our mission.
We will continue to faithfully protect your charitable
investment in Elon Homes for Children with integrity and
accountability. We are grateful for your concern and com-
passion for the children and families we serve. Please
contact me at 704/369-2506 for more information about
trends in charitable giving or if I can be of assistance in
your own gift planning.

The Role of Philanthropy

Jane Grosse, CFRE
VP for Institutional
Advancement

Yo u r  C h a r i t a b l e  D o l l a r s  a t  W o r k

Elon Homes receives state money to finance approximately 50% of its charter public schools budget. Elon
Homes must provide the remaining dollars and counts on charitable gifts to meet the remaining 50%. The
schools give students the best opportunity most will have to strengthen their basic academic skills and
prepare for gainful employment. The Kennedy Charter Public School’s status as one of the 10 most
improved high schools in North Carolina demonstrates that the school is an important investment paying a
big dividend. Your charitable dollars at work, making a difference in the lives of the boys and girls served
by Elon Homes for Children.


